México sera examinado

Un pais sin derechos humanos...
no es democratico

Geneva, Switzerland, September 15, 2008
Press Release
e Mexico is under review by the universal human rights system
e Civil organizations present reports in Geneva on the current human
rights crisis in the country.

In February 2009, Mexico will be reviewed by the United Nations Human
Rights Council in Geneva, in the framework of the fourth session of the
Universal Periodic Review (UPR) that is applied to all State members of the
UN every four years.

Today, 15 September, civil society representatives are in Geneva presenting
reports that form contributions to the dialogue between States and that allow
for advocacy towards the Mexican State to act on its urgent human rights
situation. Participants in the side event today convoked by the Obra Diakonie
and the International Commission of Jurists are: The Miguel Agustin Pro
Juarez Human Rights Center (Center Prodh), the Human Rights Center of the
Montafia “Tlachinollan” and the National Network “All Rights for All". A
process of advocacy begins from now until June 2009 when the Mexican
State accepts recommendations and commitments from the UPR.

Civil society organizations that work for the promotion and defense of human
rights in our country, united below the slogan “Without human rights there is
no democracy: Mexico before the UPR” and using the mechanism that
permits participation of civil society; have submitted four reports as
contributions to this process. These reports address the general problematic
of human rights in Mexico, as well as the alarming militarization in the country
and the criminalization of social protest, economic, social and cultural rights
and problems in environmental commitments.

The central problems that are reflected throughout all of these reports remain
constant: Impunity as a constant barrier to democracy in Mexico; grave
defects in the access to justice available in Mexico; the failure to align
Mexican legislation with treaty obligations; widespread criminalization of social
protest as a repressive response of Mexican authorities. These violations are
backed up by an economic development model that has polarized Mexican
society.



These civil society reports clearly show the deficiencies in Mexico’s transition
to modern democracy. Mexican human rights organizations highlight that
Mexico continues to suffer a “schizophrenic policy” that allows for it to
incoherently sign and ratify international instruments and maintain strong
diplomatic relations, while internally maintaining a complete disrespect for the
human rights of its citizens.

The organizations that participate in this civil society process are:

National Organizations: Academia Mexicana de Derechos Humanos, A.C.
(AMDH), Asociacion de Derechos Humanos del Estado de México (ADHEM),
Asociacion de Familiares de Detenidos Desaparecidos y Victimas de
Violaciones a los Derechos Humanos en Meéxico (AFADEM-
FEDEFAM)Asociacion para el desarrollo integral de personas violadas, A.C.
(ADIVAC), Asociacion para la Defensa de los Derechos Humanos y la
Equidad de Género (ASDDHEG), Casa y Ciudad de Coalicibn Habitat
México, Catedra UNESCO de Derechos Humanos de la Universidad Nacional
Auténoma de México., Catdlicas por el Derecho a Decidir A.C., Centro de
Derechos Humanos “Fray Francisco de Vitoria, O.P.” A.C., Centro de
Derechos Humanos Coordinadora 28 de Mayo, A.C., Centro de Derechos
Humanos Fray Matias de Coérdova, A.C., Centro de Derechos Humanos
Miguel Agustin Pro Juérez, A.C. (PRODH), Centro de Estudios Fronterizos y
Promocién de los Derechos Humanos, A.C., Centro de Estudios Sociales y
Culturales Antonio de Montesinos (CAM), Centro de Reflexion y Accion
Laboral (CEREAL) de Fomento Cultural y Educativo, Centro Mexicano de
Derecho Ambiental, A.C., Centro Nacional de Comunicacién Social A.C.
(CENCOS), Centro Operacional de Vivienda y Poblamiento, A.C. (COPEVI),
Coalicion Pro Defensa del Migrante, Colectivo Contra la Tortura y la
Impunidad, A.C., Comision de Derechos Humanos de Chiapas, Comision
Mexicana de Defensa y Promocion de los Derechos Humanos, A.C., Comité
de América Latina y el Caribe para la Defensa de los Derechos de la Mujer
(CLADEM- México), Comité de Derechos Humanos de las Huastecas y Sierra
Oriental (CODHSSO), Comité Nacional de Educacion en Derechos Humanos
— México, Comunicaciéon e Informacién de la Mujer A.C. (CIMAC), DECA
Equipo Pueblo, Defensoria del Derecho a la Salud, Elige, Red de Jbévenes
por los Derechos Sexuales y Reproductivos, Escuela de Graduados en
Administracion Publica y Politica Publica (ITESM CEM), Espacio de
Coordinacion de Organizaciones Civiles sobre DESC (Espacio DESC),
capitulo mexicano de la Plataforma Interamericana de Derechos Humanos,
Democracia y Desarrollo, FIAN Seccion México, Fundacion Daywalka
México, A.C., Fundacion Diego Lucero, A.C., Fundar, Centro de Andlisis e
Investigacion, A.C., Grupo de Informacién en Reproduccion Elegida, A.C.
(GIRE), Iniciativa Ciudadana y Desarrollo Social, INCIDE social, A.C.,
Instituto Mexicano de Derechos Humanos y Democracia, A.C., Instituto
Mexicano para el Desarrollo Comunitario (IMDEC), Instituto Tecnologico de
Monterrey Campus Estado de México, Escuela de Graduados en
Administracion Publica, Liga Mexicana por la Defensa de los Derechos
Humanos, A.C. (Limeddh), Radar-Colectivo de estudios Alternativos en
Derecho, Red Nacional de Organismos Civiles de Derechos Humanos "Todos



los Derechos para Todas y Todos", Red por los Derechos de la Infancia en
México, Red Solidaria Década contra la Impunidad A.C., Red Universitaria de
Monitores de Derechos Humanos (RUMODH), Salud Integral Para la Mujer,
A.C. (SIPAM), Servicio Jesuita a Migrantes — México, Sin Fronteras, |.A.P.
International Organizations: Asociacion Mundial de Radios Comunitarias —
México (AMARC), Fédération Internationale des ligues des Droits de 'Homme
(FIDH), Oficina Regional para América Latina y el Caribe de la Coalicidon
Internacional del Habitat (HIC-AL), Organizacion Mundial Contra La Tortura
(OMCT), Peace Brigades International (Observador), Plataforma
Interamericana de Derechos Humanos, Democracia y Desarrollo (PIDHDD)



